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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-556
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Office of General Counsel
Date of Introduction: August 14, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS, TEU, F
Date of Analysis: August 15, 2018
Type of Action: Ratifying and approving the execution of a settlement agreement and release of claims
Bill Summary: The bill ratifies and approves the execution of a settlement agreement and release of claims with Jacksonville Hospitality Holdings, L.P., in furtherance of such remediation regarding the contaminated private property located at 901 North Main Steet and properties in and around the adjacent parcel known as Confederate Park.

Background Information: The Main Street Manufactured Gas Plant (MGP) was a privately owned company that operated at 901 North Main Street over 100 years ago. The operations of MGP resulted in the contamination of several adjacent properties, including a parcel owned by the City, now known as  Confederate Park.  Contamination included various hazardous substances and pollutants deposited on and into soils, sediments, surface water, and groundwater.

Currently, there is a pending lawsuit, initiated by the City, as the City of Jacksonville, Plaintiff v. Shoppes at Lakeside, Inc.; Jacksonville Hospitality Holdings, L.P.; and Continental Holdings, Inc., Defendants; Case No. 3:12-cv-850-J-25-MCR in The United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida, Jacksonville Division. The Florida Department of Environmental Protection will administer and enforce the environmental statutes and rules to address environmental contamination remediation issues, including those at the former MGP site and for Confederate Park and the impacted adjacent properties. During extensive litigation, the properties owners reached a proposed settlement, known as the Brownfield Site Rehabilitation Agreement, for the remediation of the MGP site and adjacent properties.

Policy Impact Area: Confederate Park; Environmental contamination remediation
Fiscal Impact: The response costs for remediation under the federal Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 1980.
Analyst: Mitchell
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